MEISTEE-'S APPRENTICESHIP.
scenes laid out; a few of the most striking passages and songs
were even versified and written down.
As soon as lie was dressed, our friend made haste to wait
upon the Baron, to submit the plan to his inspection, and take
his advice upon certain points connected with it. The Baron
testified his approbation of it; but not without considerable sur-
prise. For, on the previous evening, he had heard his Lordship
talk of having ordered some quite different piece to be prepared
and versified.
" To me it seems improbable," replied our friend, "that it
could be his Lordship's wish to have the piece got ready, exactly
as he gave it to Melina. If I am not mistaken, he intended
merely to point out to us from a distance the path we were to
follow. The amateur and critic shows the artist what is wanted;
and then leaves to him the care of producing it by his own
means."
"Not at all,"replied the Baron : "hisLordship understands
that the piece shall be composed according to that and no other
plan, which he has himself prescribed. Yours has indeed a re-
mote similarity with his idea; but, if we mean to accomplish our
purpose, and get the Count diverted from his first thought, we
shall need to employ the ladies in the matter. The Baroness
especially contrives to execute such operations in the most mas-
terly manner: the question is now, whether your plan shall so
please her, that she will undertake the business; in that case it
will certainly succeed."
"We need the assistance of the ladies," said our friend, " at
any rate; for neither our company nor our wardrobe would suffice
without them. I have counted on some pretty children, that are
running up and down the house, and belong to certain of the
servants."
He then desired the Baron to communicate his plan to the
ladies. The Baron soon returned with intelligence that they
wished to speak with Wilhelm personally. That same evening,
when the gentlemen sat down to play, which, owing to the arrival
of a certain General, was expected to be deeper and keener than
usual, the Countess and her friend, under pretext of some indis-
position, would retire to their chamber; where Wilhelm, being
introduced by a secret staircase, might submit his project without
interruption. This sort of mystery, the Baron said, would give
the adventure a peculiar charm; in particular the Baroness was

